
Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board 
Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2016 
4:00 PM 

 
The Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board held their monthly meeting 
on the above date at the Old Boone County Clerk’s Building, Burlington. 
 
I. Call to Order. There being a quorum of the membership present, the meeting 

was called to order by Chair Pat Wingo at 4:04 PM. 
 
II. Roll Call. Review Board members present were Chair Pat Wingo, Secretary 

Tom Schiffer, Pat Berry, and Lisa Hoffman.  Also present were Matt Becher 
representing the Staff of the Boone County Planning Commission, County 
Administrator Jeff Earlywine, and Assistant County Administrator Matthew 
Webster. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes.  Mr. Berry moved to approve the minutes of the August 
pril 14, 2016, Review Board business meeting noting one typographical error.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Wingo and approved unanimously. 
 

IV. Item Updates 
1. Historic Boone County Column.  Mr. Becher stated that Pat Fox’s article 

“Where Jefferson Meets Washington” about the businesses now located in 
the old Central House Hotel in Burlington appeared in the August 25 edition 
of The Boone County Recorder.  Mr. Becher is working on an article about 
the Old Courthouse Rehabilitation project for submittal in September or 
October and is looking for submissions for subsequent months.  Mr. Schiffer 
asked whether an article about the Statue of Liberty replica believed to have 
been located at the Boy Scout’s Camp Michaels would be appropriate.  He 
also inquired about Latonia Downs as a potential topic.  Both suggestions 
were welcomed approvingly by those assembled. 
 

2. Native American Burial Mound Site 15Be679.  Per discussion at the 
September meeting, the Durr Foundation and Schuster Group have 
withdrawn their Army Corps permit application required for development of 
the site where this mound is located.  Neither party has immediate plans to 
resubmit a permit, although something may come up again next year.  Mr. 
Becher will advise the board if/when that time comes. 
 

3. John C. Miller House/Piner Property.  Mr. Becher noted that both he and 
Bridget Striker have reviewed the draft RFP prepared by Mary Unterreiner of 
The Boone Conservancy and recommended that she forward it to Rachel 
Kennedy at the Kentucky Heritage Council for further comment.  Ms. 
Unterreiner did so the first week of September.  Mr. Becher will bring any 
updates to the board’s attention as they develop. 
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V. Items for Discussion and/or Action 

1. Old Boone County Courthouse.  Mr. Becher noted that Hub & Weber, Inc. 
(H&W), has been retained to develop plans for the rehabilitation of the Old 
Courthouse.  H&W will be responsible for all aspects of the project, including 
construction management.  The project is budgeted for $1.25 million, although 
there is potential for additional funding through the sale of state rehabilitation 
tax credits.  Mr. Becher will be handling the state rehabilitation tax credit 
application with technical support from H&W.  Following a project kick-off 
meeting on August 25, their architectural team conducted a site visit to the 
courthouse on August 30.  They recorded precise measurements of every 
room and took extensive photographs throughout the day.  They were 
assisted in investigating some construction “unknowns” in the building, such 
as the condition of the ceiling of the main courtroom.  All were pleasantly 
surprised to see that the original pressed tin ceiling is present above the 
acoustic tiles installed in the 1960s.  This project will be ongoing until over the 
next year and Mr. Becher will provide regular updates. 
 

2. Wilson Cemetery.  Mr. Becher reported that the 27 burials excavated in July 
from this cemetery’s original site in the Ballyshannon Subdivision were re-
interred at Union-Rice Cemetery on September 1.  According to archaeologist 
Alex Bybee of Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc (CRA), “the graves were 
placed in 24 plots that were purchased by Longbranch Development, and the 
Union City Clerk stopped out and gave me the deeds for the plots.  The 
reinterment was uneventful and the next-of-kin rode up with us and stayed for 
the day.”  Once the sediment settles, she will be going back up with the 
people who will be setting the gravemarker bases.  A monument company will 
be involved after that to complete the restoration for the gravemarkers.  Brass 
plaques will be ordered for graves that did not have stone markers.  The 
entire project should be wrapped up by early fall. 
 

3. Graves-Duncan Cemetery.  Mr. Becher reminded everyone that this small 
family cemetery is located in the Tree Tops Subdivision in Hebron.  It contains 
approximately 10 graves and is preserved in the back yard of a house at 1464 
Sequoia Drive.  Boy Scout Joseph Kiely has proposed cleaning out the 
cemetery plot as an Eagle Scout project.  He also wants to obtain a DAR 
marker for Revolutionary War Veteran John Graves, who is believed to be 
buried there although there is no grave marker present.  Mr. Berry interjected 
that the DAR has fast-tracked the marker application in hopes that a marker 
could be placed while Joseph’s elderly Grandfather is still in good health.  Mr. 
Becher met onsite with Joseph and his immediate family members on 
September 2 to provide guidance on how best to clean up the cemetery.  I will 
apprise the board as the project moves forward. 
 

4. Other. (A). Friends of Big Bone event. Ms. Wingo reminded everyone that 
the FOBB’s Bourban & Bones fundraising event is scheduled for the 
November 17 at the new Brass Ring bourbon bar in Burlington; (B). Farm 



 3 

Buraue and Sebree Properties. Mr. Earlywine reported that the County has 
acquired (or will soon close purchase on) both of these historic houses, which 
sit on the south side of Burlington Pike opposite the Administration.  The 
County plans to remove the structures to create a street-level public 
plaza/greenspace along Burlington Pike and additional parking below for the 
Justice Center.  They do not yet have a timeline for the redevelopment but 
wanted to advise the Review Board of the plans. 

 
There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Schiffer made a 
motion to adjourn at 4:35 PM.  Ms. Hoffman seconded and all present agreed.  The 
next business meeting of the Historic Preservation Review Board will be on October 
13, 2016, 4:00 PM at the Old Clerk’s Building, Burlington. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Becher, Rural/Open Space Planner 
Boone County Planning Commission 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Thomas Schiffer, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Pat Wingo, Chair 
Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Date 


