
FLORENCE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
FLORENCE GOVERNMENT CENTER

BUSINESS MEETING
NOVEMBER 12, 2014

7:00 P.M.

Mr. Pieper called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

Mr. Timothy Pieper, Chairman
Ms. Lois Evans, Vice-Chairwoman
Mrs. Lori Heilman
Mr. Ritsel Sparks
Mrs. Linda Schaffer

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT

Mr. Dale Wilson

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Mr. Pieper stated the Board members received copies of the minutes of the Florence Board of
Adjustment meeting of May 14, 2014.  He asked if there were any comments or corrections?  There
being no changes, Mr. Sparks moved to approve the minutes and Mrs. Schaffer seconded the
motion.  Mr. Pieper called for a vote and it carried unanimously.

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Request of Len Riegler Blacktop for a Variance to reduce the width of the required
20 foot wide rear landscaping buffer so Mai Thai Restaurant can construct a parking
lot addition.  The 0.607 acre site is located at 7710 U.S. 42, Florence, Kentucky and
is zoned Office Two/Urban Residential One/Planned Development/Parkway Corridor
Study Overlay (O-2/UR-1/PD/PO).

Staff Member, Todd Morgan, AICP, presented the Staff Report which included a
PowerPoint presentation (see Staff Report). 

Mrs. Schaffer asked how the new dumpster fits into the plan? She said it looks like it is
partially located in a couple of parking spaces.  Mr. Morgan said the plan is showing the
limits of the dumpster pad.  The dumpster will be located at the back of the pad in a new
enclosure and will not interfere with the adjoining parking spaces.

Mr. Pieper asked where new landscaping will be planted?  Mr. Morgan referred to a
PowerPoint slide and showed where landscaping would be required along the rear and
northeast property lines.  He reminded the Board that the Variance is seeking to reduce the
rear buffer requirement from 20' (Buffer Yard B) to 10' (Buffer Yard A).    

Mrs. Schaffer said the preliminary plan shows that some paving is occurring over the
property line.  Mr. Morgan said that is where the new parking lot will tie into the shared
driveway.  The shared driveway provides access to Mai Thai and Shakey’s.  A shared
access easement is recorded on the driveway.
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Ms. Evans said the slides showed some outbuilding or sheds in the rear of the site.  She
asked what structures would stay and which would be removed?  Mr. Morgan responded
that Mai Thai currently has a storage shed in their rear yard and it will be removed.  More
storage space will be provided in the building addition.  The other shed that was shown is
on the Shakey’s lot and will not be removed.  It is located behind the shared driveway. 

Ms. Evans asked if the large light pole in the rear parking lot would be removed or
relocated?  Mr. Dan Riegler said the light pole and shed will be removed from the rear of
the property.  They will not need the storage shed anymore with the new building addition. 
Ms. Evans asked if a new light pole would be installed?  Mr. Riegler said they are not
proposing one at this time but a final determination has not been made.  Mr. Morgan said
any new lighting would have to comply with the footcandle requirements found in the zoning
regulations.  Mr. Morgan said the Board could look at a condition which requires new
parking lot lighting to be oriented downward and inwards towards the subject site.  

Mr. Pieper asked if anybody else had any questions? 

Mrs. Schaffer asked if lighting was a code requirement or if they needed to make it a
condition?  Mr. Morgan said the zoning regulations contain glare and average footcandle
requirements.  However, they do not contain any standards regarding the orientation of 
lighting towards residential property lines.  He has worded many lighting conditions
requiring light pole fixtures to be oriented downwards and inwards towards the subject site.

Mrs. Schaffer made a motion to approve the request based on the Staff Report and
the applicable zoning regulations.  She included the following conditions:

1. Buffer Yard A plantings shall be installed along the rear and northeast
property lines for the length of the new improvements.

2. New light pole fixtures shall not be oriented or impact the adjoining single-
family residential dwelling to the northeast.

Ms. Evans seconded the motion.

Mr. Pieper asked for a roll call vote and Mr. Pieper, Ms. Evans, Mrs. Heilman, Mrs.
Schaffer, and Mr. Sparks were all in favor of the motion.  The motion carried 5-0. 

OTHER

Ms. Evans asked if any Board of Adjustment training was being planned?  Mr. Morgan replied that
he and Mr. Costello were hoping to conduct a training session in the next two or three months.  He
asked if the Board members could meet at 6:00 PM with some advanced notice.  They all indicated
that would be possible.  Mrs. Schaffer said January would be better than December.  Mr. Morgan
said he doubted they would try to conduct a training session in December because of the holidays.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Pieper asked for a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Evans so moved and Mrs. Heilman seconded the
motion.  Mr. Pieper called for a vote and the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:22 P.M.
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APPROVED

                                                          
Timothy L. Pieper, Chairman

Attest:

                                                             
Todd K. Morgan, AICP
Senior Planner, Zoning Services


