APPENDIX B

RECOMMENDED AND ADOPTED CHANGES TO
SECTION 3440
Mall Road Overlay Sign District
The Mall Road Overlay Sign District applies to those properties which are within the Mall Road (MR) Overlay
as part of the Mall Road District Study. The purpose of the sign district is to promote the mixed-use district
that is visualized by the study with high quality construction materials and to follow the recommendations
of the 2005 Boone County Comprehensive Plan. The Land Use Element found in the 2005 Comprehensive
Plan states that “the minimal use of signs is encouraged; signage should be adequate to identify a specific
development, but should not be used as a means to compete for motorist attention. The objective is to avoid
the confusion and/or distraction of motorists, and to avoid the potential negative impacts of signs on the
visual appearance of a development or corridor” (Future Land Use Development Guidelines - Design, Signs,
and Historic Preservation, pg. 142).
For the purpose of the Mall Road Overlay Sign District, the following standards shall apply:
1.

All sections of Article 34 not otherwise replaced below;

2.

A density of one (1) architectural freestanding signs which identifies a shopping center, mixed use
commercial, commercial subdivision, planned development, or single-use commercial development
and its major access point shall be permitted in accordance with the following standards:
A.

The sign shall not exceed 20 feet in height.

B.

The maximum size of the sign shall be no more than one (1) square foot of sign area per
lineal foot of road frontage along the street frontage where the sign is to be located. No
architectural freestanding sign shall exceed two hundred (200) square feet in area.

C.

The base of the sign shall be constructed of materials, colors, and design details which
match or correlate to one of the principal buildings on site. A second option is for the pole
structure(s) to have sculptural or artistic characteristics. Lastly, a monument sign may be
substituted as the permitted freestanding sign. The base of the monument sign shall be
constructed with materials, colors, and design details which match or correlate to one of the
principal buildings on site. The top of the monument sign shall have an architectural feature
or finish, such as a gable, arch, or pediment.

D.

Up to 50% of the area of any permitted architectural freestanding or monument sign may
be used as manually changeable copy display. Proposed manually changeable copy
display(s) shall be located beneath all fixed copy signs.

E.

One (1) electronic message board or electronic display screen which is used solely to
advertise infrequently changing alphanumeric and numeric messages (e.g. - fuel prices,
hotel room rates, etc.) shall be permitted on the architectural freestanding or monument sign
as a Conditional Use. Such message signs must conform to Article 2, Sections 260-267,
inclusive, of this order, and further shall be subject to the following minimum standards and
requirements:
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3.

(1)

The application for conditional use permit shall be accompanied by the following
information:

a.

All of the information required in Section 3405 of this Article;

b.

Identification of all thoroughfares from which the sign will be visible; and

(2)

Infrequently changing electronic message boards or electronic display screens as
conditional uses, shall conform, at a minimum to the following requirements:

a.

Such message boards and screens will be considered a part of the architectural
freestanding sign; up to twenty percent (20%) or twenty (20) square feet (whichever
is less) of the permitted sign area can be in the form of an electronic message
board or display screen.

b.

All such message boards and screens shall meet the minimum standards of the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and any other controlling local, state, or federal
agency.

c.

Apparent motion of the visual message, caused by, but not limited to, the illusion
of moving objects, moving patterns or boards of light, expanding contracting, or
rotating shapes or other similar animation effects, shall be prohibited. Such
restriction applies to "scrolling", "running", or “flashing” messages.

d.

The message displayed on the board shall not change more than three (3) times
per day.

e.

Messages shall be displayed in one color on a black background.

f.

The sign shall be equipped with a dimmer and the message shall dim as the sky
gets darker.

g.

Off-premise advertising shall be prohibited on the sign.

Any parcel or outlot which is accessible from or marketed as part of a shopping center,
mixed use commercial, commercial subdivision, or planned development (except for the
lot where the above referenced architectural free-standing sign is located) shall be permitted
a density of one (1) on-premises monument sign for the purpose of identifying the tenant(s)
on the lot based on the following standards:
A.

The sign shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height.

B.

The maximum size of the sign shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in area.

C.

The base and sides of the sign shall use construction materials and design details
that match the outlot building.

D.

The top of the sign shall have an architectural feature or finish, such as a gable,
arch, or pediment.

E.

Single panel plexi-faced cabinets shall not be permitted.
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4.

F.

Up to 50% of the area of any permitted monument sign may be used for manually
changeable copy. Any proposed manually changeable copy shall be located
immediately on top of the sign base.

G.

One (1) electronic message board or electronic display screen which is used solely
to advertise infrequently changing alphanumeric and numeric messages (e.g. - fuel
prices, hotel room rates, etc.) shall be permitted on the monument sign as a
Conditional Use. Such message signs must conform to Article 2, Sections 260-267,
inclusive, of this order, and further shall be subject to the following minimum
standards and requirements:

(1)

The application for conditional use permit shall be accompanied by the following
information:

a.

All of the information required in Section 3405 of this Article;

b.

Identification of all thoroughfares from which the sign will be visible; and

(2)

Infrequently changing electronic message boards or electronic display screens as
conditional uses, shall conform, at a minimum to the following requirements:

a.

Such message boards and screens will be considered a part of the monument sign;
up to twenty percent (20%) of the permitted sign area can be in the form of an
electronic message board or display screen.

b.

All such message boards and screens shall meet the minimum standards of the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and any other controlling local, state, or federal
agency.

c.

Apparent motion of the visual message, caused by, but not limited to, the illusion
of moving objects, moving patterns or boards of light, expanding contracting, or
rotating shapes or other similar animation effects, shall be prohibited. Such
restriction applies to "scrolling", "running", or “flashing” messages.

d.

The message displayed on the board shall not change more than three (3) times
per day.

e.

Messages shall be displayed in one color on a black background.

f.

The sign shall be equipped with a dimmer and the message shall dim as the sky
gets darker.

g.

Off-premise advertising shall be prohibited on the sign.

Sections 3402 and 3413 of the Boone County Zoning Regulations shall be used in
determining permitted locations and the amount of building mounted signage that is
permitted on a business. Permitted exceptions to Section 3413 are noted in Subsection 2
below.
(1)

The following standards shall apply to building mounted signage in the Mall Road
(MR) Overlay Sign District:
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5.

6.

A.

Channel letters, sandblasted redwood, individual pin mounted letters, neon copy,
neon or L.E.D. accent bands, fabric awnings, and similar signs as determined by
the Zoning Administrator shall be permitted.

B.

Manually changeable copy, electronically changeable copy, board signs, plexi-faced
panels, internally illuminated awnings, firmly structured awnings with an “inflated”
or plastic appearance, and similar signs shall not be permitted unless they are
replacing an existing sign of like kind that is the same size or smaller.

C.

Building mounted signage shall not be permitted in residential developments.
Exceptions are professional name plates, addresses, and building numbers.

(2)

Permitted Exceptions to the building mounted signage regulations found in Section
3413 of the Boone County Zoning Regulations are as follows:

A.

Projecting, shingle, or blade signs shall be permitted when a main building entrance
is in close proximity to a street, private access drive, or shared private development
street. Projecting signs will not be treated as one of the three permitted sign areas
on a primary or secondary facade but the sign area shall be factored into the total
square footage that is permitted on that given facade. The maximum size of a
projecting sign shall not be more than 32 square feet in size. Projecting signs shall
have a minimum clearance of 10 feet over sidewalks and shall not be permitted to
project over vehicular ways.

B.

Restaurants and entertainment uses (limited to night clubs and live performance
venues) shall be allowed to have neon or L.E.D. accent banding along cornice lines
and main entrances. The accent banding shall not be treated as one of the three
permitted sign areas on a primary or secondary facade but the sign area shall be
factored into the total square footage that is permitted on a given facade. The neon
or L.E.D. banding shall be limited to 2 inches in height.

Section 3410 of the Boone County Zoning Regulations shall be used in determining the
location, height, area, and number of entrance signs that are permitted for a residential
development. The following standards shall apply to residential entrance signs:

A.

The base and sides of the sign shall use construction materials and design details
that match or correlate to the residential structures on the lot.

B.

The top of the sign shall have an architectural feature or finish, such as a gable,
arch, or pediment.

C.

Single panel plexi-faced cabinets shall not be permitted.

D.

Electronically changeable message boards, electronic display screens, and
manually changeable reader boards shall not be permitted.

Seasonal non-commercial banners for the advertising of holidays and special community
events shall be permitted without the issuance of a Temporary Advertising Display Permit
but are subject to the following standards:
A.

The banner shall be located on permanent brackets on a light standard.
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B.

The light standard shall be located in close proximity to Mall Road or a shared
development private street.

C.

The banner shall be no larger than sixteen (16) square feet in area and shall not
obstruct sight distance.
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