
PRESERVATION MONTH 2006
RESTORE AMERICA: COMMUNITIES AT A CROSSROADS

Citizens in Boone County, Kentucky will join thousands of individuals around the country as part of the
nationwide celebration of National Historic Preservation Month in May 2006. Restore America: Communities

at a Crossroads is the theme of the celebration cosponsored by the Boone County Historic Preservation Review
Board and the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  This May, several local events will highlight historic
preservation in Boone County:

Derby Day at Dinsmore

Preservation Month 2006 kicks off Saturday May 6 with
the 4th Annual Derby Day at Dinsmore.  The co-

sponsors for this year’s “Garden Party” theme event are the
Dinsmore Homestead Foundation and Cinergy Foundation.
There will be men’s and women’s hat contests and a game
to pick the winning horse. Tom Gaither’s original water
color invitation artwork (shown at left) will also be raffled.
The garden party begins at 3:00pm with post time about
6:00pm. Admission includes complimentary house tours
(from 3:00 to 5:00pm) along with appetizers, Kentucky
burgoo, and desserts. A cash bar with mint juleps will be
available. Live music with special guests Ricky Nye and
Nick Lloyd  will go from 3:00 to 5:00pm. Reservations are
required and tickets are $20.00 per person in advance with
RSVP requested by May 1.  Make checks payable to
Dinsmore Homestead.  For more information on Dinsmore
or the event, please call 859-334-2111 or visit
www.dinsmorefarm.org.

The 2005 Boone County Historic Preservation Awards are scheduled for Thursday, May 18.  The awards
reception will be held from 6:00 to 7:30pm in the Old Boone County Courthouse in Burlington.  The 2006 reception
will include a special presentation of bronze plaques for 16 historic properties located throughout the county. See
page 2 for a list of this year’s preservation awards recipients.

Open House at Split Rock Conservation Park is scheduled for Saturday, May 20, 11:00am to 4:00pm.  This
year, the Review Board and Wildlife Conservation Kentucky, Inc., will co-sponsor the event.  Located at 4503
Belleview Road (between Petersburg and Belleview), Split Rock Conservation Park is a 165-acre outdoor learning
center that showcases Boone County’s natural biodiversity, including the spectacular geologic formation known as
Split Rock.  Admission for the event is $4 for adults and $2 for children.  Visitors may walk the park’s trails and
local experts will be on hand to interpret the geology, archaeology, botany, and ecology of this Boone County
landmark. Split Rock Park is online at www.splitrockpark.org.

On Wednesday, May 31, author Robert Schrage will present highlights from his new Arcadia publication Then
& Now: Boone County.  The presentation will take place at 7:00pm at the Scheben Branch of the Boone County
Public Library, 8899 US42, Union, 859-384-5550. Michael Rouse and Tim Moore, authors of Images of America:
Florence, will also be present to sign copies of their new book.  See Page 4 for more information about both books.

Don’t miss your chance to win the raffle for Tom Gaither’s
original Derby Day at Dinsmore watercolor artwork!
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2006 BOONE COUNTY HISTORIC   PRESERVATION AWARDS

The Review Board’s 2006 Preservation Awards will be presented Thursday, May 18, 6:00pm, in the second
floor courtroom of the Old Boone County Courthouse in Burlington.  This year’s awards will be presented to

the following recipients in recognition of their dedication to historic preservation in Boone County:

Preservation Awards and Special Awards
Local Government:

Boone County Planning Commission, Planning Services Division – Mary Ingles Trail, Frank S. Milburn
DVD and Boone County Cemetery Map

Building Adaptive Reuse:
Pam & Duane Doyle – Doyle House, Rabbit Hash

Building Preservation:
Tom & Lynne Lubrecht – Mayhugh-Hartman House, Walton
Kentucky Parks Department – Big Bone Methodist Church

Preservation Stewardship:
Gina Holt & Karen Meiman – In the Midst of Growth Bus Tour

Preservation Project:
Boone County Oral History Project
Robert Schrage – Boone County: Then and Now
Michael D. Rouse and Tim Moore – Images of America: Florence

Cemetery Preservation:
Alice Manchikes – Ongoing support of Boone County cemeteries

Preservation Craftsmanship:
Terry Sawyer – Doyle House, Rabbit Hash
Don Marksberry and the K-9 Crew – Big Bone Methodist Church

2006 Shirley Mann Memorial Heritage Education Award
Kiger Trial Reenactment

2006 Bruce Ferguson Award for Sustained Excellence in Historic Preservation
Margaret Warminski

2006 William Conrad Preservation Excellence Award
Pat Lense, President, Friends of Big Bone

2006 Anne W. Fitzgerald Research Award
David Beasley

The Review Board will also present Boone County Historic Bronze Plaques to the owners of the following
historic properties:

McKim-Crisler House, c. 1849 (c. 1897)
Burlington Methodist Church, 1837
Hogan House, c. 1860
Willis Graves House, c. 1830
Farmers Bank of Petersburg, 1903
George W. Terrill House, 1855
Virginia Corey Goodridge House, 1922
C. Scott Chambers House, c. 1920

Gaines Tavern, c. 1814
Gordon’s Hall, 1892
Prospect Farm, 1860
Isaac Flick House, 1910
Jonas Clore House, 1878
Dr. Gladys Rouse House, 1926
John G. Tomlin House, c. 1891
Mayhugh-Hartman House, 1929
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FRANK M ILBURN FILMS PROJECT COMPLETE

Three surviving films created by Burlington Inventor Frank S. Milburn were recently packaged together with
biographical information and numerous digital images into a DVD now available for loan through the Boone

County Public Library. The project was completed by the Library, Boone County Planning Commission and Review
Board.  It was funded by a local history grant from the Kentucky Historical Society.  The films include the  original
16mm “Presentation Film” for Milburn’s The Invenoscope television show, the first full production episode of The
Invenoscope, and an 8mm silent film simply titled “Mechanical.”  The films and other materials were donated to
the Review Board by Carol Swarts Milburn.

The Presentation Film includes footage from Burlington,
Cincinnati, Fort Mitchell and other Northern Kentucky
neighborhoods.  The accompanying script tells the story of
“semi-retired engineer” Frank Milburn and his “Factory in
a Corn Field…a factory without workers.”  It touts Frank’s
credentials as a wartime industrial consultant and the
success of his Invenoscope newspaper columns and other
publications.  The Presentation Film was clearly designed
to try and land sponsors for a more fully developed
television program.

 The full production episode of The Invenoscope debuted
on August 1, 1952, on Cincinnati’s WCPO (Channel 7).
The half-hour program aired on Sundays at 1:15pm before
the “Flying Saucers Interview Show.”  The show was an
interview format with Frank sitting at a coffee table and
talking with each guest about their invention.  This first
show featured local inventors previously covered by
Invenoscope columns in the Kentucky Post, including 4-
year-old Marianne Miketta and her Sifta-Scoopa-Sanda-
Mold, Nancy Gale Bowman’s patented cheese spread, and
Guy Kenney’s electric lunchbox.

The rather grainy 8mm silent film depicts metalworking
techniques and production of various metal parts.  It contains actual footage of Mrs. Irene Scott making parts for
the top secret Norden Bombsight.  According to Pat Scott, she and her mother were Milburn’s only wartime
employees.  Mrs. Scott made the bombsight parts on a machine designed and built by Frank.  Pat would come to
the shop after school and gauge each finished component for precision.  While the exact function of the component
has not yet been determined, the film footage is believed to be unique.  Next to the Manhattan Project, the Norden
Bombsight and the details of its production was the most closely guarded secret of World War II.  

The Milburn films are just a small part of the Frank S.
Milburn Collection donated to the Review Board by Dr.
Carol Swarts Milburn.  The collection includes hundreds of
documents and letters, a Milburn Grass Grower (Frank’s
patented 1930s lawn fertilizing devise), and more than
2,000 negatives, slides, and prints. An extensive
biography of Mr. Milburn titled “Burlington’s
Cornfield Edison: Frank S. Milburn” will be published
in the Spring/Summer 2006 edition of Northern
Kentucky Heritage Magazine.  For a subscription to this
award winning periodical dedicated to the history of
Northern Kentucky, please contact the Kentucky County
Historical Society at PO Box 641, Covington, KY 41012 or
nkyheritage.kchs@juno.com.

Copies of the Frank Milburn DVD are now circulating within
the Boone County Public Library.

This 1949 photo of Frank at the Mt. Echo Park overlook is
one of nearly 2,000 images in the Milburn Collection.
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TWO NEW ARCADIA BOOKS EXPLORE BOONE
COUNTY HISTORY  

Following on the heels of Images of America: Boone County and
Images of America: Burlington come two new books dedicated to

Boone County History.  In Boone County: Then and Now, author and
resident Robert Schrage documents the history of one of the fastest
growing counties in Kentucky.  In his book, Schrage pays homage to the
historical landmarks of Boone County and how they’ve changed
throughout the decades. Then and Now includes many never before
published photographs of scenes, schools, churches, communities and
businesses from all over the county.  Mr. Schrage cleverly portrays
historical changes in Boone County by presenting an archival image next
to a recent photograph.  Mr. Schrage has already started collaborating on
another book for Arcadia’s Then and Now series, this time focusing on
views along the Ohio River in Northern Kentucky.

Another new book by Arcadia Publishing is Images of America:
Florence, by Michael D. Rouse and Tim Moore. The third Images of
America book Mr. Rouse has co-authored, Florence portrays the historic
rural character of Florence from the mid-19th Century up to about 1960.
Since then, the city has grown dramatically and that rural character has

been lost.  Like most books in Arcadia’s series, Images of America: Florence is divided into chapters that focus on
businesses, churches and schools, although there are also chapters on the surrounding countryside and Main Street.
The authors are to be commended for preserving some of the vivid visual history of Florence, which is now the
largest incorporated city in Boone County.

Boone County: Then and Now and Images of America: Florence are “must haves” for anyone interested in local
history as well as for new arrivals seeking to learn about their new community.  Both books are available for $19.99
at bookstores and selected local retailers and shops or online at www.arcadiapublishing.com.  The authors of both
books will sign their works following Mr. Schrage’s Boone County: Then and Now presentation, Wednesday, May
31, at the Scheben Branch of the Boone County Public Library, 8899 US42, Union, 859-384-5550.

REVIEW BOARD 2006 ACTION PLAN

In January, the Review Board held their annual retreat at the Florence Nature Center.  The board evaluated the
progress of their 2005 Action Plan and developed the 2006 Action Plan.  The Review Board began or completed

nearly all components of the 2005 plan, including: (1) regular appearances in What’s Happening in Boone County,
(2) securing funding for the Boone County Historic Bronze Plaque Program, (3) obtaining a grant for the Frank S.
Milburn films project (4) initiating the Mary Ingles Trail project and (5) developing a heritage outreach program
for Petersburg.  In 2006, the Review Board will complete the remaining 2005 action items, continue work on long-
term initiatives and begin working on several new projects.  Highlights of the 2006 Action Plan are as follows:

• Submit a regular news column about Boone County heritage/preservation to the Boone County Recorder;
• Develop stronger partnerships with the City of Walton and Boone County Historical Society;
• Update and implement the Local Landmarks Program and seek candidates for listing;
• Begin  archaeological survey of large properties in the Gunpowder Creek Valley;
• Sponsor a late summer picnic or ice cream social for owners of National Register listed properties;
• Participate in planning Boone County events for the Kentucky State Preservation Conference in Covington;
• Secure funding for additional historic bronze plaques to be awarded in 2007;
• Seek funding for a Kentucky Historic Highway Marker for Burlington;
• Clean/straighten out the attic of the Old Courthouse;
• Plan the Woolper Creek Archaeological Survey for 2007.
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LOCAL BASEBALL GREAT PAT SCOTT INDUCTED
INTO HALL OF FAME  

On January 18, 2006, Boone County native Patricia Scott was
formally inducted into the Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of

Fame.  Ms. Scott  grew up in Burlington and has lived in Walton since
1965.  She learned the game from players on Burlington’s semi-pro
team, which played nearby on the local baseball field on Park Street
across from the Old Burlington Cemetery.  In the early 1950s, Pat
pitched 3 years for the Fort Wayne Daisies of the All American Girls
Baseball League.  Along with the league, she was inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1989.  To honor Ms. Scott, the Boone
County Historical Society has invited her to speak about her
baseball experiences and to throw out the first pitch before the
Florence Freedom’s 7:05 p.m. home game at Champion Window
Field on Saturday, July 8.  This event is sponsored by the Boone
County Historical Society.  Please contact Laurie Wilcox at 859-384-
5550 for tickets, which are $7 in advance.  Please come out and
support Boone County sports legend Pat Scott and enjoy a great
evening of baseball!

CITY OF WALTON MAKES BID FOR
ABNER GAINES HOUSE

When Walton Mayor Phil Trzop learned that the Abner
Gaines House was for sale, he immediately saw that

the City of Walton had a rare opportunity to acquire and
rehabilitate one of Boone County’s most treasured historic
properties.  Working with the Kentucky Trust for Historic
Preservation, the City of Walton applied for a $300,000
Transportation Enhancement grant to buy and rehabilitate
the house as the Gaines Tavern History Center.   Built by
Colonel Abner Gaines about 1814, the Gaines House is
one of the finest examples of Federal period architecture in
Northern Kentucky.  It was listed in the National Register
of Historic Places in 1979.  The commodious 2.5-story
structure has 7 bays, 17 rooms and 4,900 square feet of
interior space, including masterful Federal woodwork.

Abner Gaines came to Boone County about 1804 and served as Boone County Justice from 1805 to 1817, at which
time he was appointed Sheriff. Gaines also became the proprietor of the first stagecoach line that carried mail and
passengers between Cincinnati and Lexington: a 34 hour trip in 1818.  His oldest son James Matthews Gaines was
the first Postmaster for the community then known as Gaines Cross Roads in 1815.  The Kentucky Legislature
renamed the town Walton in 1840.

Te Gaines House served as a stagecoach stop on the old Covington-Lexington Turnpike, but it is also sited between
the two historic railroad lines that brought prosperity to Walton beginning in the late 19th Century.  Given the many
facets of its history, the house provides a unique opportunity to interpret: (1) the history of a community founder,
(2) the importance of the early road system and (3) local railroad history.  The City of Walton is putting up $75,000
to match the Federal grant and hopes to be able to put $50,000 into initial improvements needed to open the house
for public use.   The Review Board fully supports the City of Walton’s efforts to secure and preserve the Gaines
Tavern for future generations.

Pat Scott in her Ft. Wayne Daisies uniform, 1951.

The Abner Gaines House on Old Nicholson Road, Walton.



The Boone County
Historic Preservation Review

Board

The Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board
meets at 5:00 p.m. on the second Thursday  of each
month in the Old Boone County Clerk’s Building at the
corner of Gallatin and Garrard Streets in Burlington.
The public is encouraged to attend.  Preservation
Priorities is published in the Spring and Summer and
back issues are posted on the Review Board’s website
at www.boonecountyky.or/pc.  The Review Board can
be reached at mbecher@boonecountyky.org or at 859-
334-2111.

Review Board Members
Patricia Fox, Chair

Don Clare, Vice-Chair
Ted Bushelman

Rick Duncan
Linda Salsbury
Robert Schrage
Bridget Striker

Staff and Newsletter Editor
Matthew E. Becher, AICP
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Upcoming Local Heritage Events

May 6: Derby Day at Dinsmore.  3pm to 6pm,
Dinsmore Homestead, 5656 Burlington Pike.

May 18: 2006 Boone County Preservation
Awards.  6:00pm, Old Boone County Courthouse,
Burlington.

May 20: Split Rock Open House.  11am to 4pm,
Split Rock Conservation Park, 4503 Belleview-
Petersburg Rd.

May 31: Boone County: Then & Now.  7pm,
Scheben Branch, Boone County Public Library,
Union.

June 19 - 23: Pioneer to the Past Day Camp. 
Heritage theme day camp at the Dinsmore for
children who have completed kindergarten through
5th Grades.  Call Dinsmore at 859-586-6117 for
more information.

July 8: Florence Freedom Game with Pat Scott. 
7:05pm, Champion Window Field, Florence.

Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board
2995 Washington Street
Burlington, KY  41005


