
Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board 
Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2017 
4:00 PM 

 
The Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board held their monthly meeting 
on the above date in Room 204-A, Boone County Administration Building, 
Burlington. 
 
I. Call to Order. There being a quorum of the membership present, the meeting 

was called to order by Vice-Chair Bridget Striker at 4:04 PM. 
 
II. Roll Call. Review Board members present were Vice-Chair Bridget Striker, 

Secretary Tom Schiffer, Pat Berry, and Lisa Hoffman.  Also present were Matt 
Becher representing the Staff of the Boone County Planning Commission and 
Assistant County Administrator Matthew Webster.  Chair Pat Wingo joined the 
meeting shortly after the approval of prior minutes. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes.  Ms. Hoffman moved to approve the minutes of the 
January 12, 2017, Review Board business as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Schiffer and approved unanimously. 
 

IV. Item for Discussion and/or Actions 
1. Historic Boone County Column.  Mr. Becher noted that per discussion at the 

January Retreat, the Review Board will not continue this monthly column in 
The Boone County Recorders.  Board members and staff are still encouraged  
to prepare articles for submission at any time, but it will no longer be a 
monthly commitment.  Instead, the board will use their Facebook Page and 
start submitting periodic articles to the Northern Kentucky Tribune, who’s 
editor Mark Hansel has a strong interest in local history. 
 

V. Items for Discussion and/or Action 
1. Rabbit Hash General Store.  As part of the board’s commitment to aid the 

recovery process from the General Store fire, Mr. Becher has offered to 
prepare/submit nominations for preservation awards for the project whenever 
possible.  The first available award happens to be the most prestigious - the 
National Trust’s Dreihaus Preservation Award.  Mr. Becher did not expect the 
project to be complete in time for the 2017 nomination deadline, but the 
project moved so quickly that he felt it worth submitting this year.  He 
compiled the award narrative from information supplied by Don Clare, along 
with photos, articles, and support letters from Judge Moore, Senator John 
Schickel, and Ms. Striker, representing Boone County Public Library.  The 
nomination was submitted February 27 with notifications expected in mid-July.  
The decision to apply this year was influenced by the fact that the National 
Trust’s 2017 conference is in Chicago, and a representative from each award 
recipient is required to attend.  In addition to the Boone County awards in 
May, other awards Mr. Becher will submit applications to include the Kentucky 
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Preservation Awards (mid-April) and Cincinnati Preservation Awards (Sept. 
30). 
 

2. Old Boone County Courthouse.  Mr. Becher reported that on February 21, 
Fiscal Court approved the hiring of Century Construction to manage the Old 
Courthouse rehabilitation project.  All tenants (Child Support, Drug Court, 
Historic Preservation) will need to be out of the building by the end of March, 
when construction is set to begin.  The courtroom pews (one of the more 
immediate concerns) were moved out and stored in the County’s Hemphling 
Property barn in North Bend.  Mr. Becher inventoried the pews prior to the 
removal and it appears that most of the ones which can be salvaged will have 
homes after the project - either in the Courthouse or another County building.  
About 20% were in poor enough condition to warrant salvaging for use in 
rebuilding/cutting down others.  The $1.5 million Courthouse Rehabilitation is 
expected to take up to 8 months, at which point Child Support and Historic 
Preservation will return to the building.  After 31 years on the 2nd Floor, the 
new Historic Preservation office will be on the 1st Floor in the building’s SW 
corner.  Mr. Becher has been consolidating, recycling, and packing up the 
office contents for some time in preparation for the move.  He will attend bi-
monthly meetings with the architects and contractor and keep the board 
updated on project progress. 
 

3. Review Board 2017 Action Plan.  Mr. Becher asked whether there were any 
comments on the draft action plan included in the board’s packet.  Ms. Striker 
noted that the new preservation group under Task 7 has called itself the 
Northern Kentucky Preservation Coalition.  Mr. Becher confirmed that the 
Preservation Awards reception will be held in Rabbit Hash and said he would 
finalize the action plan for distribution at the April meeting. 
 

4. 2017 Preservation Awards: Nominees and Reception.  Mr. Becher asked if 
there were any additions to the working list of award nominees. Ms. Striker 
commented that it might be wise to recognize Steve & Betsy Conrad this year 
as Mrs. Conrad’s health may prevent her from attending future events.  The 
Awards Reception is scheduled for May 9 and will be held in Rabbit Hash, 
most likely in the barn as the store may be too small for the crowd.  Attendees 
can visit the store and town afterwards.  Ms. Wingo stated that she was 
planning to bring cakes decorated with the General Store and Ms. Striker 
added the NKY Preservation Coalition had offered to bring refreshments as 
well.  Event details will be finalized at the April meeting. 
 

5. Boone County Comprehensive Plan Goals & Objectives. Mr. Becher 
handed everyone an annotated copy of the Preservation Goals and 
Objectives (G&O) from the 2010 Comprehensive Plan.  It contains suggested 
changes to the existing G&O based on input received at the board’s January 
retreat.  Most of the changes are meant to clarify “Cultural Resources,” which 
is the generally accepted term for archaeological sites, historic buildings, 
cemeteries, etc.  One new objective is intended to address issues the board 
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has observed in recent years concerning activities undertaken by both 
amateurs and professionals in cemeteries and archaeological sites.  There 
was some discussion about the exact wording of the new objective, which Mr. 
Becher acknowledged was a bit challenging.  He will revise and distribute it 
for another look at the April meeting.  He added that the wording would likely 
not be finalized until much later in the G&O process, which will last into the 
summer, followed by revision of the plan elements.  The updated Comp Plan 
will not be adopted until sometime in early 2018. 
 

6. Popham Cemeteries at CVG.  On behalf of the airport, Jeannine Kreinbrink’s 
firm (NEES, Inc.) has formally requested a declaration for abandonment from 
Fiscal Court for the Ann Popham and Popham 2 cemeteries located on the 
southern end of CVG property (between Aeroparkway and the East-West 
runways).  Official notice first appeared in The Boone County Recorder on 
November 24, 2016, and under state statute could be brought before Fiscal 
Court 60 days later.  Mr. Becher and Ms. Striker have been in touch with 
Jeannine since the process began and believe she has worked in good faith 
to document the cemeteries and identify/notify potential descendants.  The 
abandonment request included an affidavit from one descendant supporting 
the relocation, along with an affidavit from CVG staff.  Fiscal Court approved 
the request at their March 7 meeting.  The graves from both cemeteries 
(perhaps up to 20) will likely be relocated to Hebron Lutheran Cemetery. 
 

7. Big Bone Springs Project for John C. Miller House/Piner Property.  Mr. 
Becher reported that all consulting parties have now agreed to the MOA for 
this Section 106 project, which states that NKU will hire a qualified historian to 
prepare a comprehensive history of Big Bone Lick at an expected cost of 
between $30K and $50K.  He does not yet know when the project will begin, 
but there will be plenty of local involvement when it does.  Since the board’s 
last meeting, he met on site with representatives from NKU and The Boone 
Conservancy.  Sadly, it appears that salvage is the only realistic course of 
action left for the Miller House.  Ironically, Kentucky Parks does not want to 
add the National Register eligible house to their existing Big Bone Lick State 
Historic Site; all other feasible options have been exhausted.  The Boone 
Conservancy was going to discuss the logistics of how to proceed at one of 
their upcoming board meetings. 
 

8. Simeon Tanner House (Be-565).  Mr. Becher noted that the Simeon Tanner 
House is located along Weaver Road but has a street address of 8994 
Evergreen Dr.  The core of the house is an early 19th Century 1.5 story 
Double Pen log structure, likely covered in clapboard soon after construction.  
The house was expanded c. 1940 with Colonial Revival updates.  The Tanner 
House is considered a good example of a Double Pen log house, which was 
one the more common log structure types built in Boone County in the early 
19th Century.  The house sits on a parcel whose owners have requested a 
zone change to allow higher density housing.  A staff site visit in early 
February showed that someone was already in the process of salvaging 
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architectural elements, including interior woodwork, radiators, etc.  Mr. Becher 
later learned that this was being done for Butch Wainscott, who intends to 
dismantle and relocate the log pen to his property in Petersburg.  Given the 
fact that preserving the house on site was extremely unlikely, Mr. Becher 
considers this to be the next best option for the Tanner House.  Board 
members agreed with that assessment.  

 
There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Schiffer made a 
motion to adjourn at 5:05 PM.  Ms. Hoffman seconded and all present agreed.  The 
next business meeting of the Historic Preservation Review Board will be April 13, 
2017, at the Boone County Administration Building, Burlington. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Matt Becher, Rural/Open Space Planner 
Boone County Planning Commission 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Thomas Schiffer, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Pat Wingo, Chair 
Boone County Historic Preservation Review Board 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Date 


