
WALTON BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
WALTON SENIOR CENTER

BUSINESS MEETING
January 10, 2013

6:30 P.M.

Mr. Turner, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. Steve Turner, Chairman
Mr. Jim Bridges
Mr. Bill Conatser

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT

Mr. Thomas Luebbe

LEGAL COUNSEL PRESENT:

Mr. Dale Wilson

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Turner stated that the Board members received copies of the minutes of the Walton Board of
Adjustment meeting of July 26, 2012.  He asked if there were any comments or corrections.  There
being no changes to the minutes, Mr. Bridges moved that they be approved as mailed and Mr.
Conatser seconded the motion.  Mr. Turner asked for a vote and it carried unanimously.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1. Request of Klusty Sign Associates for Trailer Marketing Inc. for a Conditional Use
Permit to increase the size of an electronic message center on a freestanding sign
from 100 square feet to 153.13 square feet.  The 6.87 acre property is located at 13220
Walton Verona Road, Walton, Kentucky and is currently zoned Commercial Two (C-
2).

Staff Member, Todd Morgan, AICP, presented the Staff Report which included a 
PowerPoint presentation (see Staff Report).

Mr. Turner asked the applicant if he would like to make a presentation?  Mr. Vince Klusty,
with Klusty Sign Associates, said the electronic message center is a one color board and
it doesn’t have the capability of displaying photographs.  TMI could display a graphic of a
truck or trailer if they wanted.  He doesn’t like to see messages move or scroll because 
they are not as effective.  There is little chance that a driver will see an entire message if
it runs or scrolls.  He sells the Board based on state guidelines and introduces the boards
to the customer with an 8 second hold time.  He thinks a 5 second interval between 
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messages is too short.  TMI could schedule the sign to display a new message every 8
seconds or once an hour.  This sign will display all messages in red.  The sign can display
one through five lines of text.  One line of text would be 56 inch copy but that wouldn’t be
practical because only one or two words could fit on the board.  He recommends a
minimum character size of 15 inches because of the height of the sign.  The characters
would be 10 inches tall if five lines of text were displayed but they would be too small.  The
sign can also display time and temperature.

Mr. Turner asked how many lines of text would be displayed based on his 15 inch character
height recommendation?  Mr. Klusty said 3 lines of text would fit because the display area
is 56 inches tall.  There is normally 2 or 3 inches of separation between each line of text. 
Mr. Morgan asked if the 15 inch character size would be clearly readable with the sign
being about 80 feet above grade?  Mr. Klusty said 15 inches should be the minimum size
used.

Mr. Conatser asked if smaller sized characters would create a safety issue?  Mr. Klusty
answered that 51 characters could be displayed across the board if the characters were
held at 10 inches.  Mr. Conatser said he doesn’t believe the owners would want to use 10
inch characters because the size and quantity of information would make the sign difficult
to read.  Mr. Klusty said he recommends putting a fully legible message up and holding it
as long as possible.

Mr. Morgan asked if the 15 inch character size at approximately 80 feet above grade is an
industry standard or just his thought?  Mr. Klusty said he has read that a 15 inch character
is readable from 600 feet away but there are factors such as vehicle speed and sign height. 
He added that the 15 inch character height would allow them to provide some separation
between the lines of text and this would increase readability.

Mr. Klusty said some municipalities are concerned about the pixel pitch.  Springdale, Ohio
requires a 16 millimeter (mm) pixel pitch.  He said electronic message centers that are eye
level should have a higher resolution so they don’t look so digital or pixilated.  The mm size
is the distance between the light emitting diodes (LEDs) so the smaller the number the
better the resolution.  He added that 35 mm, full color message boards are no longer made. 
However, a 35 millimeter pixel pitch is perfect for a single color board that is this high up
in the air.

Mr. Morgan asked what the pixel pitch was for the old electronic message center that is
being replaced?  Mr. Klusty replied that it was a light bulb message center.  He said it
probably used 33 watt lamps.  The proposed sign will have much better resolution than the
old sign.

Mr. Klusty stated the electronic message center is manufactured by Watchfire and will be
equipped with a dimmer.

Mr. Morgan asked if TMI would display graphics, such as a truck or trailer?  Mr. Jim
LaFollette, with TMI, said that has not been discussed as an option.  He added that for the
sign to be effective it needs to display large messages that they can taken in quickly.
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Mr. Morgan asked if the electronic message center would only display alphanumeric
messages.  Mr. LaFollette replied that is the current plan.  He stated they have a website
that displays photographs.  TMI has increased its employment base over the last two years
by 60%.  The sign is a big part of their future because they need to make sure local
clientele knows where they are located.  The sign is currently dark and you don’t see it at
night.

Mr. Conatser said he was on the Board when the sign was approved in 1999.  He asked
if the sign ever worked correctly?  Mr. Charlie Reinhart, with TMI, said it worked very well
for the first six months to a year.  It was a big expense and has been a big disappointment. 
That was why they asked Klusty Signs to help them.  He added that a lot of people will call
them from Flying J and ask where they are located.  They just recently added a second shift
for service.  The proposed sign will greatly help them with their second shift service
business.

Mr. Turner said Staff has provided them with a recommended list of conditions.  He said he
would like to see Staff Comment 4E reworded to allow no more than 3 lines of text based
on the 15 inch characters.

Mr. Bridges said Staff Comment 4F should be reworded to allow a 35 mm pixel pitch or
better.

Mr. Morgan asked if the owners were agreeable to an 8 second interval between
messages.  Mr. LaFollette and Mr. Reinhart said they were.  Mr. Bridges said Staff
Comment 4D should be changed to an 8 second interval between messages.  Mr. Turner
agreed and said a three line message board should be displayed longer.

Mr. Turner asked what the other Board members thought about Staff recommendation 4A? 
Mr. Klusty said he would have pushed them to a higher definition sign if they were going to
show photographs.  However, there is a lot of software out there with clipart.  For example,
during the holidays snowflakes could be displayed that didn’t move or have animation.  Mr.
Bridges stated that he was okay with leaving Staff recommendation 4A as written for now. 

Mr. Morgan asked Mr. Wilson if he was okay with Staff recommendation 4H as written?  Mr.
Wilson said what the Board would be saying is while this Conditional Use Permit is in affect
TMI’s sign cannot be larger than 484.51 square feet in area.  However, nothing would
preclude TMI from coming back to the Board.

Mr. Turner asked for a motion.

Mr. Conatser made a motion to approve the request with the following conditions:

A. The message board shall only display alphanumeric messages.

B. All messages shall be displayed in red LED.
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C. The electronic messages shall not run, flash, scroll or have moving patterns
or light or animation effects.

D. All messages shall be displayed for a minimum of 8 seconds.

E. The electronic message board shall not display more than three lines of text.

F. The electronic message center shall have a 35 mm pixel pitch or higher
resolution.

G. The electronic message board shall be equipped with a photocell and the
messages shall dim as the sky gets darker.

H. Per the applicant’s request, the increased sign area Variance from 7/20/99 is
being modified to 484.51 square feet and cannot be reinstated.  The overall
sign area shall not exceed 484.51 square feet once the new electronic
message board is installed.

Mr. Bridges seconded the motion.  Mr. Turner called for the vote and it carried
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Turner asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Bridges so moved and Mr. Conatser
seconded the motion.  The motion carried by unanimous consent and the meeting
adjourned at 7:06 P.M.

APPROVED

                                                          
Steve Turner
Chairman

Attest:

                                                        
Todd K. Morgan,  AICP
Senior Planner, Zoning Services


