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BCHS MUSEUM EXHIBIT: OLD 
FUNERAL CUSTOMS   1-3 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday, July 18-19
(Directions to Museum on page 3.)  

  
PROGRAM MEETING:  SPLIT 
ROCK CONSERVATION PARK 
7 pm Thursday, September 17 at 
Florence Government Center. 
Mark Jacobs presents the story of 
Split Rock. 

 
BOONE COUNTY HERITAGE 
DAY:  A BCHS MUSEUM EX-
HIBIT CELEBRATING BOONE 
COUNTY’S FARMERS — a Van-
ishing Breed.  The Exhibit features 
Antique Farm Equipment and Farm-
house Implements.  11 am—3 pm 
Saturday, September 26. 

 
BCHS MUSEUM 
EXHIBIT HON-
ORING BOONE 
COUNTY’S 
MILITARY VET-
ERANS   1-3 pm 
Saturday-Sunday, 
Nov. 7-8. 

 
 
PROGRAM MEETING: THE 
OLD FLORENCE FAIR    7 pm 
Thursday, Nov. 19, Florence Gov-
ernment Center    Presented by 
Ginny Nestor Kohl.  

The History of the Chambers & 
Grubbs Funeral Home will be pre-
sented at our July 16 meeting. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The meeting 
begins at 7 pm at the Chambers & 
Grubbs Funeral Home, 45 North 
Main Street in Walton. 

We express our appreciation to the 
Chambers & Grubbs family for their 
hospitality and for sharing a bit of their 
history with us. 

See Page 2 of this newsletter for a 
brief history of this long-time Boone 
County family-owned business.  
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July—August 2009 Editor:   Betsy R. Conrad (brconrad@fuse.net) 
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The success of the BCHS Museum 
Exhibits depends on the willingness of 
our members and friends to loan ap-
propriate items for the displays. 

The museum is in the Old County 
Clerk’s Building, behind the Boone 
County Administration Building 
(2965 Gallatin Street) in Burlington.  
(Directions to the Museum are on 
page 3 of this newsletter.) 

If you have items that you would 
be willing to share for any of the ex-
hibits listed to the left, please call Vir-
ginia Lainhart at 689-7240, Betsy 
Conrad at 371-5882, Ann Leake at 
485-1063, or Pat Yannarella at 371-
0446. 
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was a woman.  Three years 
later, the state finally acknowl-
edged her degree and she be-
came the first licensed female 
embalmer in the state of Ken-
tucky. 

Mary met and married 
Wallace Grubbs, who also be-
came a licensed funeral direc-
tor and embalmer in 1928, and 
the name of the funeral home 
was changed to Chambers & 
Grubbs.  Mary and Wallace 
had five children — Jeanette 
Grubbs Clore, Wallace 
"Buddy" Grubbs, John Grubbs, 
Jim Grubbs, and Elizabeth 
Grubbs Poore. While four of 
the children were part of the 
business at one time, Jim 

Chambers & Grubbs Funeral 
Homes have been serving North-
ern Kentuckians since 1906 when 
Scott Chambers started a funeral 
service company.  By 1937 he 
had the first funeral home in 
Boone County.   

Mr. Chambers had two daugh-
ters, Mary and Aleen.  Mary de-
cided at a young age to follow in 
her father's footsteps as a funeral 
director. She assisted her father 
by going with horse and buggy to 
a decedent's home at a time of 
death.  By age sixteen, she gradu-
ated from Walton Verona High 
School and attended the Cincin-
nati College of Mortuary.  She 
graduated at age 18, but could not 
receive her license because she 
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Tom Schiffer will be appearing at the Main 
Branch Library at 6:30 pm Tuesday, July 14 to 
tell stories about life on the river. 

Civil War re-enactor Bob Clements presents 
The Siege of Cincinnati at Main Branch, 7 pm 
Tuesday, July 21. 

Out of Kentucky: The African American 
Migration from Boone County to Connersville: 
Main Branch, 1 pm Saturday, July 25. 
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We express our sincere appreciation to 
Boone Circuit Court Judge Anthony W. Froh-
lich for the excellent presentation on past 
Boone Circuit Court Judges at the May meet-
ing.   

Judge Frohlich’s extensive research, as well 
as his passion for local history, were clearly 
evident as he shared this fascinating informa-
tion with us.  

Grubbs, Owner/President, is 
the last of the third generation 
active in the business. He re-
ceived his funeral director and 
embalmer’s licenses in 1961. 
In 1959, Jim married his high 
school sweetheart, Janice Os-
borne Grubbs.  Janice re-
ceived her funeral director’s 
license in 1979, and she 
serves as Owner/Vice Presi-
dent today.  

Jim and Janice have two 
sons, Steve Grubbs, Manager/
Director, and Chris Grubbs, 
General Manager/Director, 
who actively serve the busi-
ness and represent the fourth 
generation of funeral practi-
tioners.  
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The Dinsmore Homestead’s 
annual gala is scheduled for 6:30 
pm Friday, September 18, on the 
front lawn.  The event features 
buffet dinner, live music, and si-
lent and oral auctions.   

The Harvest Festival, 
Noon to 6 pm, Saturday and 
Sunday, September 26 and 27, 
features live music, heritage 
crafters and artisans, tours, 

food, storytelling, games, 
pumpkin painting, attic sale, 
quilt appraisals, and much 
more.  Call 859/586-6117 for 
more information. 
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marked “County Clerk Court’s 
Office.”  The official street ad-
dress is 2965 Gallatin Street, Bur-
lington, KY 41005. 

Take I-71/75 Exit 181 (KY 
18 Burlington Pk). Proceed west-
bound 4.6 miles to the County 
seat community of Burlington. 
Turn right at the first traffic sig-
nal in Burlington (Bullittsville-
Burlington Road/Garrard Street), 
by the Boone County Admini-
stration Building, and then turn 
left into the Administration 
Building’s rear parking lot.   

The Museum is the small 
white brick building directly be-
hind the Administration Building, 

The Boone County Histori-
cal Society expresses apprecia-
tion to the Boone County 
Judge/Executive and the Fiscal 
Court Commissioners for per-
mitting us to utilize the Old 
County Clerk’s Office Building 
as a repository for items of his-
torical significance in terms of 
Boone County’s heritage.   

See page 1 of this newslet-
ter for upcoming BCHS Mu-
seum exhibit dates. 
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We are excited that some of 
our friends whose families were 
in the undertaking business have 
agreed to share items of interest 
with us for the upcoming BCHS 
Museum Exhibit, Old Funeral 
Customs.  The exhibit will be 
held from 1 to 3 pm, Saturday 
and Sunday, July 18 and 19. 

We anticipate receiving ex-
hibit items from local attorney 

Phil Taliaferro whose family 
owned the Taliaferro Funeral 
Home, Doug Stith, the third gen-
eration of his family to operate 
Stith’s Funeral Home in Flor-
ence, and Buddy Grubbs, a 
Boone County Historical Society 
member, whose family is, of 
course, founders of the Cham-
bers & Grubbs Funeral Home. 

If you have an old funeral me-
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Northern Kentucky’s Dixie 
Highway is a slice of Americana 
pie.  Known also as U.S. 25 and 
the Lexington-Covington Turn-
pike, the once rural route con-
nects the urban cores of Cincin-
nati, Covington and Newport to 
Central Kentucky.  Originally a 
buffalo trail and named in the 
early 1800s, the route became a 
paved national highway in the 
1920s.  The creation of the thor-

oughfare encouraged the growth 
of several communities along its 
route that still thrive today. 

Images of America: North-
ern Kentucky’s Dixie Highway 
captures historic images of the 
people and places along the 
Dixie from Covington through 
Boone County. 

Author Deborah Kohl 
Kremer is a Northern Kentucky 

native and a free lance writer.  
Her articles have been featured 
in Kentucky Monthly Maga-
zine, The Cincinnati Enquirer, 
and other publications. 

The book is now available 
at local bookstores, or by or-
dering through Arcadia Pub-
lishing, toll free 1-888-313-
2665. 

 

mento, or photos of wakes or 
burials, please permit us to dis-
play these items for this exhibit.  
We will be sure to give you 
credit as the individual who of-
fered to loan us exhibit items. 

Finally, we hope everyone 
will come out to see this fasci-
nating aspect of our cultural his-
tory! 
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Annual Membership Fee is only $15 per household, due every 
January.  This modest fee covers the cost of our newsletter mail-
ings.  We appreciate all who have joined the Boone County Historical 
Society to help us preserve and make known some of the history of our 
County.  Encourage your friends and neighbors to join and attend our 
meetings.  Membership fees can be sent to: 
 

              BOONE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
              P. O. BOX 23 
              FLORENCE, KY  41022-0023 
 

The Boone County Historical Society has received tax-exempt status.  
This means that all gifts to the Society are tax deductible. 
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July 16:  Meeting at Chambers & Grubbs Funeral Home in Walton  
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Websites of local interest: 
 

BooneCountyKy.org/bchs 
BooneCountyHeritage.org 
Kenton.Lib.Ky.US/~histsoc    
DinsmoreFarm.org 
SaveAmericasTreasures.org 
Nkyviews.com 
Splitrockpark.org 
FriendsofBigBone.org 
NKYencyclopedia.org 
RabbitHashUSA.com 
BooneCoCemeteries.org 
TheBooneConservancy.org 
BCMuseum.org 

Our Website:  BooneCountyKy.org/bchs 
 

To contact the Newsletter Editor:  brconrad@fuse.net 


