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Boone detective succeeds in high-profile 
cases
BY MARK HANSEL • MHANSEL@NKY.COM • JULY 1, 2010 

BOONE COUNTY - Tracy Watson has encountered a lot of bad people in her career and helped put 

many of them behind bars.
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Watson works as a detective in the Boone County Sheriff's Office, 

specializing in personal crimes and has been involved in investigating 

some of the region's most high-profile criminals, including David 

Hopper, the infamous "blue-eyed rapist."

In May 2007, Watson was recognized by the National Center for 

Missing and Exploited Children for her role in bringing to justice a 

Canadian citizen who was uploading pictures of himself engaging in 

sex acts with an 18-month-old child.

"That was a really tough one because I had to break the news to her 

parents," Watson said. "They had no idea."

The parents apparently left the little girl with a relative, who entrusted 

the child's care to the abuser.

Watson said those types of cases are all too common, especially in the 

computer age. The access to child pornography and other sexual 

content online, Watson said, seems to feed the deviant behavior of 

these criminals.

"It's almost as if, in their mind, the internet validates their behavior," 

Watson said.

As a result, Watson says there are more criminals, and potential 

victims, than the two-person unit can keep up with.

"If we had the resources, we could probably get someone every day," 

Watson said. "When we pose online, within minutes we are deluged 

with responses."

There is not a history of law enforcement in Watson's family, but she 

recognized her life's ambition from an early age.

"I just knew, for as long as I can remember, that I was going to be a cop," Watson, who grew up in 

Mentor, Ohio, said.

She worked in undercover narcotics in Lake County for two years before moving to Boone County 

when her husband took a job in the area in 1986.

 
    

The Enquirer/Patrick Reddy 
Tracy Watson, a detective in the Boone County Sheriff's 
Department, has been recognized for her work in child 
abuse crimes by the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children.

Most Recommended Articles

Arrest made in beating of Xavier recruit Griffin McKenzie
(191)

Filing: Sarah Widmer had heart condition (72)

Woman locked in hot attic (62)

Widmer case now muddier than ever (38)

Convicted felon had pot, guns near school (35)

Most Commented Articles

Moving gay pride events draws praise, criticism (446)

Equinox Cincinnati gay pride parade's move Downtown 
draws positive reviews (288)

Poll: Ohioans like Arizona immigration law (267)

Bengals RB Cedric Benson arrested in Texas for alleged 
assault (222)

Streetcar could reduce number of parking spaces for 
Cincinnati residents (561)

 

More News Headlines

Man dies in hail of gunfire 

Blood test could identify lung disease 

Home Help Share Content Subscribe Advertise

 

NEWS

Classifieds: Jobs » Cars » Homes » Apartments » Dating » Buy & Sell »

Page 1 of 3Boone detective succeeds in high-profile cases | cincinnati.com | nky.com

7/6/2010http://nky.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/AB/20100701/NEWS010703/7020342/



3 Comments >>
Read and share your thoughts on this story.

ADS BY PULSE 360 Get Listed Here

Cincinnati.Com
Enquirer.com
NKY.com
Communities
Cincinnati USA
Living
Moms
HYPE
Saving Central
Customer Service
Advertise
Subscribe

News
Latest Stories
Business
Opinion
Crime & Court
Education
Politics
Nation
World
Data
Share It
Archive

Sports
Reds
Bengals
Bearcats
Musketeers
Ohio Preps
Kentucky Preps
Recruiting Watch
National
Scores & Stats 
Golf

Entertainment
Metromix
Movies
Eat & Drink
Music
Calendar
Theater
TV Listings
Comics
Games
Horoscopes
Giveaways

Multimedia
Video
Photos
Blogs
Message Boards
Twitter
RSS
Podcasts
Newsletters

More
Obituaries
Weather
Traffic
Classifieds
Shopping
Real Estate
Rentals
Cars
Jobs
Enquirer Store

She went to work for the Boone County Police Department, which later merged into the Boone 

County Sheriff's Department, in 1989.

She started out as a patrol officer and said she enjoyed the "adrenaline rush" that came with working 

on the road.

During her two pregnancies she got a taste of investigative work, and gained valuable experience. In 

1994 she was involved in the investigation of Clay Shrout, a Boone County teenager who killed his 

parents and two sisters before taking classmates hostage at Ryle High School. Shrout is serving a 

life sentence for the killings.

Watson was promoted to detective in 1997, and initially came in under a one-year grant program that 

provided funding specifically for sexual abuse investigations. While she has never left, but she 

admits that there are times when the work takes a toll.

"A lot of people don't want to work the unit, but personal crimes involve a lot of different things," 

Watson said. "We will have weeks on end where we work with little children that have been molested 

and that can get to you, but it needs to be done. It gets the kids out of that bad situation they are in."

Watson credits her colleagues and especially Boone County Sheriff Michael Helmig for the 

recognition she and the department have received.

"If it wasn't for Sheriff Helmig's willingness to share resources and let us work with other agencies, 

we wouldn't be nearly as successful," Watson said. "It's always a group effort."

She cites the Hopper case as an example.

The "blue-eyed rapist" was not suspected of crimes in Boone County, but when other agencies 

asked for assistance, Helmig was eager to volunteer resources.

"For six weeks, the sheriff lent me to a task force," Watson explained. "He said either the guy lives 

here and is avoiding his home turf or he is about to hit us, because his profile shows he targets 

areas near an interstate."

Hopper lived in Burlington at the time of his arrest.

Watson is also a trained hostage negotiator and has become involved in helping to educate the next 

generation of law enforcement professionals. She has spoken to classes at Northern Kentucky 

University and Beckfield College.

Now 45, and with more than 20 years of service, she is eligible for retirement, but doesn't anticipate 

leaving the department anytime soon.

"We are doing good work here and we get a lot of support," Watson said. "It's nice to have the 

option, but I don't really think about leaving."
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