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Boone judge-executive embarks on 4th
term

BY MARK HANSEL « MHANSEL@NKY.COM « DECEMBER 6, 2010

Comments (1) Recommend Print this page ShareThis Font size:AA
BURLINGTON - Boone County Judge-executive Gary Moore begins his fourth term in January and

is eager to lead the county for the next four years.

Moore, a Republican, handily defeated
independent candidate Terry Roberts in last
month’s general election after winning a close
primary in May.

Despite an ability to do two things that would
inspire many to seek a higher office — raise
money and win elections — Moore said he is
content.

“| currently have no plans to run for another
office,” Moore said. “I'm excited to come to
work every day and serve the people of
Boone County. | feel blessed that | get to do
that.”

Moore, 53, admits his name comes up from
time to time, but says there is still work to do
in Boone County and looks forward to working
with a Fiscal Court that will have two new
faces in January. Charlie Kenner in District 2
is the lone returning county commissioner.

Matt Dedden replaces Cathy Flaig, who
surrendered her seat to run against Moore for
judge-executive, in District 1; and Charlie
Walton takes the District 3 seat currently
occupied by Terri Moore. Both are
Republicans, but Moore has learned the hard
way that party affiliation does not always
ensure support.

“I'm excited to work with the two new
commissioners,” Moore said. “Having a challenging debate or discussion can add to the process
and be good for the community if it's done in a respectful and professional way, and that's the way
I've always operated.”

It has been something of an up and down year for Moore.

He survived the contentious primary race with Flaig in May and his father, former Pendleton County
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Judge/Executive Gary
Moore was recently
elected to a fourth term.
He talks about his
vision for the county for
the next four years,
SD1, his plans to unify
the county and to
attract industry through
his affiliations with
Tri-Ed and OKI. The
recent election and the
emergence of the Tea
Party divided not only
county residents, but
also the local
Republican Party, which
dominates county
politics.
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Sheriff Victor Moore, whom he credits with instilling his belief in public service, died in June. The
challenge from Roberts ensured that he had to continue campaigning until November while helping
mend the rift in the local Republican Party that developed during the primary campaigns.

“I think a great deal of the unifying of the party has taken place,” Moore said. “A lot of the
Republicans that did not vote for me in the primary voted for me in November and that is a strong
statement (of party unity) that | feel good about. It's great going into the holiday season and to
have a tough year in the rear-view mirror.”

He welcomes the challenge of leading an increasingly diverse community and said he will continue
with the leadership style that has served him well.

“We have an opportunity to really mold this community each day into what it is going to become,”
Moore said. “In many other places the struggle is just to maintain population or not lose what you
have. That's not the case in Boone County.”

He thinks the county will have to become more aggressive in partnering with the private sector to
fuel economic growth.

Incentives that do not require a financial contribution from the county, he said, such as tax
increment financing and more liberal zoning regulations, can help pave the way for development.

He is a board member and past president of the Ohio Kentucky Indiana Regional Council of
Governments (OKI) and is on the board of the Tri-County Economic Development Corporation.

He said the working rapport he has established with those agencies helps stimulate the ongoing
economic expansion and infrastructure development in Boone County.

“An example is South Airfield Road, which we will be bidding and begin construction on over the
next 18 months,” Moore said. “That $18 million project will be completed without the use of state
funds.” A key piece of that project will be funded through an OKI grant.

Moore has not been afraid to take a stance on controversial issues, as evidenced by his support of
the ill-fated parks tax initiative in 2008.

“I believe the judge-executive should drive the agenda and offer new ideas,” Moore said. “Just
because you float an idea, it doesn’'t mean it will be supported by the county commissioners or by
the community.”

He respects the opinions of his constituents and said those voices strongly influence his decisions
regarding the direction of the county.

“I believe it is healthy to offer the vision and respond according to the community input,” Moore
said. “The parks tax is a good example. That won't be back on the ballot.”

Other issues that Moore expects will draw a lot of attention during the next term include revamping
the Public Safety Communications Center, which oversees 911 calls; keeping a tight rein on county
spending; and the focus on a regional approach to providing some essential services.
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