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Census could affect Boone legislative 
districts
BY MARK HANSEL • MHANSEL@NKY.COM • JANUARY 23, 2010 

BOONE COUNTY - In 2000, Boone County had the highest census response rate in Northern 

Kentucky, and with much at stake, plans are under way to ensure strong participation again this 

year.

The 74 percent response rate in the county in 2000 easily surpassed 

both the state and national averages of 66 and 67 percent, 

respectively.

"We've been meeting since September and reviewing what we did 10 

years ago and looking at how the environment has changed," said 

Boone County Planning Commission Executive Director Kevin 

Costello. "I'm not sure people realize how much it helps us at the local 

level and we can only benefit from people participating, filling out the 

form and making sure it gets back."

Census figures do a lot more, Costello says, than just provide an 

accurate population count. They are also are used to help determine 

federal and state funding levels, plan government services and draw 

legislative districts.

In Boone County, which has experienced rapid growth and expects a 

population increase of about 39 percent since the last census in 2000, 

the numbers have added significance.

Voting districts in Kentucky include just over 40,000 people and while 

districts can straddle more than one county, they must be reviewed 

every 10 years and re-divided if necessary. The census data is used to 

make this determination.

Consequently, Boone County, which had just over 85,000 people in the 

2000 count, has two districts completely located within the county. A 

third district includes Campbell, Kenton and a small portion of Boone 

County.

With population in Boone County projected at about 120,000 after this 

count, subsequent redistricting should also amount to additional state 

representation.

In the private sector, the figures can help determine which communities 

are targeted for housing developments, retailers and health-care providers.

Costello spearheaded the Boone County effort 10 years ago and is the chairman of the Complete 

Count Committee again.

Most Recommended Articles

Laketa Cole hospitalized (306)

Lynching exhibit brings ugly reality to Freedom Center
(265)

Lynching exhibit uncomfortable but necessary (85)

Lynching exhibit stirs visitors to Freedom Center (113)

$23.6 million in extra pay (14)

Most Commented Articles

NAACP protests school construction work on MLK day
(470)

Grim choice for Little Miami voters: Giant tax or state 
takeover (243)

T-shirts: 'No mercy' for alleged rapist (236)

$23.6 million in extra pay (233)

Group seeks background checks on gun show sales
(178)

Latest Headlines

Stocks set to snap losing streak 

Poll: Voters reluctant to invest in rail (7) 

Sam's Club cuts 11,200 staffers 

3 Ohio boys drown in river (1) 

Officer, suspect hospitalized after chase 

Home Help Share Content Subscribe Advertise

 

NEWS  

 Business News  Ohio News 

 Entertainment News  Sports News 

GET TEXT ALERTS SENT TO YOUR PHONE

Enter your phone number: 

   Text me  

Classifieds: Jobs » Cars » Homes » Apartments » Dating » Buy & Sell »

Page 1 of 2Census could affect Boone legislative districts | cincinnati.com | nky.Com

1/25/2010http://nky.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/AB/20100123/NEWS0103/1240330/



1 Comments >>
Read and share your thoughts on this story.

ADS BY PULSE 360 Get Listed Here

Cincinnati.Com
Enquirer.com
NKY.com
Communities
Cincinnati USA
Living
Moms
HYPE
Saving Central
Customer Service
Advertise
Subscribe

News
Latest Stories
Business
Opinion
Crime & Court
Education
Politics
Nation
World
Data
Share It
Archive

Sports
Reds
Bengals
Bearcats
Musketeers
Ohio Preps
Kentucky Preps
Recruiting Watch
National
Scores & Stats 
Golf

Entertainment
Metromix
Movies
Eat & Drink
Music
Calendar
Theater
TV Listings
Comics
Games
Horoscopes
Giveaways

Multimedia
Video
Photos
Blogs
Message Boards
Twitter
RSS
Podcasts
Newsletters

More
Obituaries
Weather
Traffic
Classifieds
Shopping
Real Estate
Rentals
Cars
Jobs
Enquirer Store

"The whole complete count committee is relatively new in the census process," Costello said. "They 

did it 10 years ago and they want to also have it as part of this census."

The committee consists of community and government leaders dedicated to building awareness of 

the census. In Boone County the committee consists of the mayors of Union, Walton and Florence, 

the Boone County judge-executive, a group of five citizens and Costello.

"The thought process is that even though the census is the duty and responsibility of the federal 

government, the local governments really know the community much better," Costello said.

Costello said the committee has some additional challenges this time around but also has 

experience and improved technology on its side.

Widespread use of the Internet now allows information to be disseminated through a network that 

can include everything from city and county Web sites to church and school newsletters. There will 

also only be one form used for this census, the short form, which has just 10 questions.

On the other hand, the rapid growth and ethnic diversity the county has experienced could present 

new obstacles to an accurate count.

The county's increasing minority population, for example, includes an expanding Hispanic 

community, which historically responds to the Census at a lower rate. Specific outreach efforts 

targeted to community hubs, such as Cristo Rey Parish in Erlanger, are planned, to provide 

information and improve participation among such groups.

Costello said the committee will also work with social service agencies to help identify and notify 

other underreporting groups, such as low-income residents and isolated senior citizens.

The county is also participating in the Local Update of Census Addresses program to ensure the 

Census Bureau accurately identifies and notifies all of the addresses in the county, especially those 

that did not exist 10 years ago.

Other outreach efforts include reminders in utility bills, contact with business owners to encourage 

compliance in the workplace and the use of digital and manual sign boards at area schools.

"We're still putting together an overall strategy and plan to hit that hard in March," Costello said.

National Census Day is April 1 and residents should begin to see the Census forms in mid-March.
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